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saying they would welcome the indus-
try into their hometown. This poll
comes just 2 weeks after the Environ-
mental Protection Agency released a
report indicating that fracking poses
“no widespread systemic harm to
drinking water.”

Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania is the
third largest natural gas producer in
the Nation and continues to drive
record-breaking o0il and natural gas
production. The Marcellus shale, which
extends through most of Pennsylvania,
has grown from less than 2 billion
cubic feet per day in 2007 to 16 billion
in 2014 and has jolted Pennsylvania’s
economy.

As co-chair of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Natural Gas Caucus, I will
continue to explore and promote best
practices so that we can highlight the
safety and the positive impacts of nat-
ural gas.

————
MEN’S HEALTH WEEK

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we celebrate national Men’s Health
Week, I urge all Americans to take ac-
tion to reduce health risks and prevent
disease. It can be as simple as exer-
cising, eating right, or setting up an
appointment for a checkup.

I also rise as the CBC Health
Braintrust chair to bring awareness to
the critical state of Black men’s health
and the need to expand educational op-
portunities and treatment options to
reduce incidence of disease in commu-
nities of color.

Black men suffer disproportionately
from many chronic and infectious dis-
eases, many of which are preventible.
Today, almost 40 percent of Black men
are obese, which contributes to stroke,
heart disease, and diabetes. In 2015,
Black men were found to be twice as
likely to die from prostate cancer as
White men and have a higher incidence
and death rate from colorectal cancer.
Your skin color and ZIP Code shouldn’t
determine your health outcomes.

Together, through legislation and
community engagement, we can reduce
health inequities and ©provide a
healthier and more prosperous life for
all Americans.

———

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION
ACT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 160, the Pro-
tect Medical Innovation Act, that will
be considered on the floor this week.

One of the most fundamental flaws of
what is known as the Affordable Care
Act is trying to offset the trillion-dol-
lar price tag by imposing an arbitrary
2.3 percent tax on lifesaving medical
devices, such as pacemakers and heart
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valves. It actually discourages the type
of innovation that will improve our
healthcare system for people needing
these devices.

Hindered with these new high costs,
our small businesses are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to innovate, cur-
tailing medical advancements and
often delaying the availability of new
treatments and cures for patients. I
personally visited a number of these
companies and understand how impor-
tant their work is to improving our
healthcare system.

Taxing innovation is not a 21st cen-
tury healthcare solution. This dev-
astating tax is reported to have al-
ready caused a net loss of over 33,000
jobs.

American families and small busi-
nesses deserve better, and the House is
committed to advancing commonsense
ideas to ease the burdens of the Presi-
dent’s healthcare law. H.R. 160 is one of
those solutions.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of repealing this job- and inno-
vation-killing tax that only limits op-
tions for those who really need these
lifesaving devices.

—————

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as
we rally around the obvious in the need
for criminal justice reform and, in es-
sence, the rehabilitation of our crimi-
nal justice laws as we deal with the
interaction of law enforcement and ci-
vilians, having a pathway for respect
for both, one of the most forgotten as-
pects is dealing with the treatment of
juveniles in the criminal justice sys-
tem.

I intend, over the next couple of
weeks, to introduce a series of legisla-
tive initiatives that address that form
of the criminal justice system, which
we find, as parents and family mem-
bers, touches all juveniles.

One of the things that the bill recog-
nizes is that a young person’s brain is
still developing into his or her early
twenties, and that those who commit
crimes before this point should be
treated differently by the criminal jus-
tice system.

The purpose of this effort is to im-
prove the treatment of young offenders
within the Federal criminal justice
system and to put them on a path to-
ward successful reentry by providing
options for the sentencing judges: a
safety valve for young offenders which
would, in essence, break through the
mandatory minimum; an early release
for young offenders; and, particularly,
alternatives such as massive use of
home arrest.

Our children are our future. They get
on the wrong path. Let’s not celebrate
that wrong path and force them to live
that wrong path. Let’s save their lives.
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AXING THE TAX

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the estimated 145
million Americans who are at risk of
losing their employer-sponsored
healthcare insurance due to an excise
tax included in the President’s
healthcare law. Beginning in 2018, em-
ployers will be required to pay a 40 per-
cent tax on their employees’
healthcare plans due to ObamaCare.

I am already hearing from constitu-
ents back home who hear from their
employers and employees alike that
are preparing for this devastating tax
by looking at increasing deductibles,
reducing benefits, and shifting costs to
consumers and property taxpayers
alike. This tax is set to cost New
Hampshire’s largest city, Manchester,
over $5 million.

Americans simply can’t afford an-
other costly tax, and that is why I in-
troduced H.R. 879, a bill to repeal the
so-called Cadillac tax. As we prepare to
vote on a series of healthcare bills this
week, I urge my colleagues to join me
in cosponsoring this commonsense bill.

H.R. 879 is a win for employers. It is
also a win for municipalities. And,
most importantly, it is a win for all
those hard-working Americans who ex-
pected the President to keep his prom-
ise that, if you like your healthcare
plan, you can keep it.

———

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK
REAUTHORIZATION

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, in just 6
legislative days, the charter of the Ex-
port-Import Bank will expire.

The Ex-Im Bank has proven an im-
portant tool in expanding U.S. exports
and creating American jobs. It has
done that with bipartisan support at
zero cost to the taxpayers.

I would like to mention two compa-
nies in particular that have received
support from the Ex-Im Bank: Able In-
dustrial Products in Ontario and
Desiccare in Pomona. These aren’t
giant, faceless corporations. They are
very small businesses that provide jobs
for the Inland Empire residents.

The world economy is getting more
competitive, and the Ex-Im Bank is
helping to level the playing field for
American companies. If my colleagues
truly want to protect U.S. jobs and
U.S. workers, we can’t afford to let the
Ex-Im Bank expire. It is time to allow
a vote.

———
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(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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